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Featured Speaker:

Join us on September 1 * for Brian
Monaghan of Wildlands, Inc

Brian Monaghan of Wildlands, Inc., Wildlands
provides environmental solutions to restore and
protect wetlands and other sensitive habitats for
compensatory mitigation. These include ecosystem
and mitigation banking, environmental restoration
and engineering, habitat stewardship, land
management, integrated agriculture, and many
more.

BRIAN MONAGHAN, Project Director: Mr.
Monaghan's duties include mitigation credit sales,
new market analysis and project development. Mr.
Monaghan has over 12 years experience working for
other mitigation banking firms as well as investment
groups focused environmentally sensitive property.
He is a licensed California Real Estate Broker.

Save the Date:

Presidents Message:

Formal Lunch Meetings: First Tuesday of each month.
Upcoming meetings: September 1, October 6, November 3.
11:30am — 1pm at SOS Club, Mellis Room, 819 Sunset Avenue

Lunch features a buffet style meal. The main courses will vary
each week. Please sign in and pay $10.50 to the treasurer, (half
off for students). The beverage, tax and tip are included.

Informal Meetings:

Members regularly meet on Tuesdays, 11:30 am to 1pm at the
Old Mill Café corner of 9" & F St. in Modesto for camaraderie. No
formal program is presented.

The field trip to the Modesto
WWTP was a blast, no pun
intended. The most interesting
thing about the plant was the
surprisingly low level of odors
that one might expect to be
overwhelming. If you did not
have a chance to see this facility
. before we have posted pictures
on the MEC web5|te The field trip was successful
due the hard work of our Vice President Jennifer
Pratt, thanks Jen. | hope everyone enjoyed the
Presidents Steak Fry, | know | had a good time and
the Branding Iron had some really nice food
prepared for us. | am coming close to the end of my
time as President and we are getting ready to select
our next officer. We are still taking nominations if
somebody pops up in your head. As we have done
in the past, if there are no volunteers then the board
will have the exciting task of appointing someone.

Quote to Ponder:

A man must have a certain amount of intelligent
ignorance to get anywhere.

Charles Franklin Kettering (1876-1958) U. S.
engineer and inventor.

Next Event:
Officer Installation Dinner — Friday, October 30
Details to follow

Secretary’s Editorial: Learning

If you will remember last
February the MEC hosted the
Engineers Day at the Mall. This
was a great event that drew lots
of crowds. | put the word out to
the Boy Scouts that | would be
there to start scouts on their
Engineering merit badge. This
past week 3 scouts came to my
home for a third meeting to finish up their
requirements. | did not know it but the Cub Scouts
(ages 7-10) have a badge in engineering as well. |




was not prepared for the herd of Cub Scouts that
attended the event but they had a great time. As we
prepare for this event again in a few months we can
be assured that there will be another swarm of these
blue uniformed boys and all their siblings.

The boys that | was working with this past week on
their merit badge were well prepared. Our classroom
was as simple as walking out into the cul de sac
where | live and we opened our eyes to what
engineering was contributing to our surroundings.
There was of course no remnant of a natural
environment around us anymore. Oh, we were
outdoors to be sure but we discussed everything
from geotech’s to structural and civil engineer’s that
had contributed to the surface we were standing on.
Not to mention the chemical engineers that
formulated the asphalt, concrete mixes, etc.

At the curb was the Hogslayer (see August 09 Field
Notes) in all its mechanical primitiveness and we
discussed transfer of motion, heat dissipation,
friction loss, internal combustion, magneto’'s and
compression. Compression was demonstrated by
asking one of the boys to turn over the Hogslayer’'s
engine via the kick starter. Compressed air in a
cylinder was very formidable.

It was impressive to the boys that everything we
could see was influenced by math and engineering.
Even the plants had been genetically improved for
use as ornamentals. Observations showed that even
plants demonstrate lessons in structural integrity and
solar capture as leaves turn toward the sun for an
improved aspect.

One of the boys brought an elaborate model
demonstrating transfer of motion, another one
investigated  several  household  appliances,
calculated the KW usage of each and applied actual
costs. Now he knows how much it costs to dry a load
of laundry and play his Wii for an hour.

Kids are funny. Ironically the Eagle Scout was not as
prepared as the smallest youngest Tenderfoot. The
Eagle had lots of street smarts and was good at
bluffing a verbal report by retaining lots of
comprehension of our discussions and not doing an
in depth study to satisfy me. So the Eagle has some
homework to do which he is going to do by emailing
me a video of his reports and models. The
Tenderfoot should go to work for McDonnell Douglas
or CalTrans next week.

All'in all lots of fun. | hope to bring one of the scouts
to the upcoming lunch Tuesday.

. B

Scout Nathan Seymour demonstrates transfer of
motion with pulleys, cable and an inclined plane

How to of the Month

Face Protection: When grinding metal it is
important to protect face from flying objects.

1. Use clear plastic and tie tightly in the back for a
really snug fit. Twist ties are acceptable.

2. Have extra sheets of plastic in case your mask
fogs up too fast.

3. Be sure to poke holes for breathing, using care to
align them with your nose. This is easily
accomplished by putting the mask on first then
poking holes with fingers.

Purpose of the Modesto Engineers Club

The preamble of the club by-laws is quoted: "The
object of this club, primarily, is to provide an
organization in which Engineers of all branches of
the profession may come together, and through
which they may cooperate and foster fellowship and




the development of the engineering profession in
public affairs and community welfare". The club,
having been founded in 1932, currently has about 66
members.

Who May Join: The by-laws are further quoted:
"The membership shall consist of those who are or
have been engaged in the direction or prosecution of
engineering or architecture, or teachers of students
of engineering or other allied sciences". To join
simply obtain an application from any Officer,
complete and present to the Secretary at the next
regular meeting.

A $25.00 initiation fee and first years dues of $25.00
($50.00 total) is payable with the submission of
application. Thereafter the dues are $25.00 per year
to renew. New members will receive a certificate of
membership and a nametag. Members pay for their
own lunches, and for meals at other events.

Club Activities: The Club meets once a month on
the first Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the
SOS club. The program usually consists of a
speaker on technical subjects and local affairs of
interest to engineers. There are several social
affairs during the year, which include the annual
President's Steak Fry, A Valentines Day luncheon,

the annual Officers Installation Dinner. Spouses and
guests are welcome at all functions.

To maintain club discipline the President has the
authority to levy fines completely at his/her whim. Do
not ‘tick off the President with offenses such as
failure to wear a name tag during meetings, not
showing evidence of voting, conducting business
during meetings, talking during presentations, failure
to mention the Modesto Engineers Club to the
media, etc. As a warning to members an appropriate
receptacle for fines is maintained and prominently
displayed at every regular meeting.

Best Attendance for 2008-09: | was not present at
the Waste Water Treatment Plant Tour so the Best
Attendance race is in turmoil. Once | have this
sorted out I'll repost our list. But | believe that we
have three contenders, none of which had to deal
with giving birth to keep a perfect score. Please sign
in with the secretary to be counted as present.
Congratulations again to the following:

John Amstutz
Sergio Fuentes
Earl Kleinfelder



