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Cinco de Mayo, 2009

Join us on May 5 "
Amador Lewis.

for Rapunzel Lewis of

Rapunzel Amador Lewis will speak to us about the
National Future City Competition and her plans on
forming a Central Valley CA Future City region.

What to Expect: 2008-09 Future City Team
presentation from Milpitas Christian School. You will
be given the opportunity to ask the students about
their vision of a Future City, ‘'SNTITHENAI'. The
team will defend their City just as they did during the
Regional Finals. Rapunzel guarantees that the
students will outsmart EVERYONE in attendance!

Team photo taken during the Regional Finals at the
SF Academy of Arts University last January ‘09:
Alexander Nelson, Matthew Hemker, and Forrest
Tran.

Save the Date:

Attendance at Last Month's Meeting: 21 members, 2 guests

Freeloader for January: President David Castro! David’s card
was pulled first. A crisis immediately erupted with an impromptu
debate about the validity of the choice as well as the suspicion
that the deck was rigged. Sociologists have a clinical term for this
crowd phenomena: Sore Loser. The Membership was finally
satisfied that a standing President was eligible to win and that the
deck had, in fact, been duly cut. Peace once again descended on
the ~membership. For the record only the current
Secretary/Treasurer is not eligible for the Freeloader benefit. The
Secretary/Treasurer receives a meal benefit as compensation for
his/her work.

Presidents Message:

o

ik 2 Is it May, | still feel like we are still in
February. Th|s is what a 3 and 2 year old does to us, warp time!
That is my explanation and | am sticking to it. | suppose with
summer just around the corner it is time to shake the tree and see
if we can get some fruit to fall. Please let the officers know of
nominees for next years MEC Secretary/Treasurer. Since Mike
was President last year | will give a pass this year.

Quote to Ponder:

“The most important thing is to keep the most important thing the
most important thing.”

Secretary’s Editorial;

Formal Lunch Meetings: First Tuesday of each month.
Upcoming meetings: May 5, June 2, July 7, August 4.
11:30am — 1pm at SOS Club, Mellis Room, 819 Sunset Avenue

Lunch features a buffet style meal. The main courses will vary
each week. Please sign in and pay $10.50 to the treasurer, (half
off for students). The beverage, tax and tip are included.

Informal Meetings:

Members regularly meet on Tuesdays, 11:30 am to 1pm at the
old Mill Café corner of 9" & F St. in Modesto for camaraderie. No
formal program is presented.

Relic’s and Ceremonies

Last month we addressed some of our Club Ceremonies. This
month I'd like to discuss our Relic’s. | made inquiry to our most
senior members regarding the history of the President’s Bell. Yes,
that's the brass bell housed in the aluminum box that brings our
meetings to order. But where does it come from? Its history is



somewhat murky and shrouded in mystery. Through my
conversations, digging through the archives, stretching the
imagination and connecting the dots I've pieced together the
story. Here it is, never before told.

In the beginning, the President used only a gavel to open and
close meetings. It's sharp thud landing on a wood block. But the
bell came along within a few years of the clubs founding. The
collective memory of the membership stretches back to 1941
when our most senior member Gene Lee joined the club. This
was only 9 years after the clubs founding in 1932. | talked to
Gene over the phone this past week and he related some of the
past events and activities of the club. The bell and the aluminum
box were there when he arrived as a young engineer in 1941.

It was a different world then. The national economy had fallen in
disarray, distant wars were on everyone’s mind. The President
had come into office bringing a promise of a change from the
failed policies of the past..... Well, ok things were just the same
as now but it was a little different. Modesto’s northern boundary
was Morris Avenue. Model T's were still a common sight. Some
club members were settling into a new development on the east
side of town with new 2 bedroom plaster homes stretching
through a hilly section (La Loma in Spanish) in what was formerly
a dry-land wheat field. By this time the Bell had already become a
club icon, but the amazing story was not passed down.

The MEC was enjoying a great circle of camaraderie with about
120 members. In addition to the Presidents Steak Fry, a fall Stag
Party, the Woolgrowers Dinner caravan to Los Banos and the
Valentines Day activities (not to mention weekly meetings with a
speaker) the really big event of the year was the annual Shad Fry.
Let me add quickly that this was no small thing. It attracted
members who would invite friends from as far away as
Sacramento to join in the fun. In May during the shad run the
members would rent boats on the Mokolumne River at dusk and
ply the waters in hunt of the elusive fish. With a handful of
engineers per boat, lots of beverages, and hand held cone
shaped nets on 6’ wooden poles they would troll the river and
bring up fish and put them in wash tubs. This was great fun.
Somewhere around 1944 over 600 Ibs of shad was netted,
filleted, smoked and served up. It was sometime in the early ‘30’s
that the stream was filled with laughing and cursing engineers,
shad and many small craft crisscrossing the river following the
schools of the abundant delicacy. The ships all had bells and
when a school was located the skipper would signal its find with
two quick rings. The other boats would fire their engines and
quickly converge.

This worked well until a rivalry developed among the boats with
false signals sending the competitors on wild goose chases much
to the hilarity of some boats. One craft in particular (appropriately
named Monkey Business) was notorious for this antic. Tiring of
the false alarms a raiding party was staged against the Monkey
Business to remove the offending bell. The good ship and crews
of the Knotty Buoy and Docked Wages came alongside the
Monkey Business and boarded it armed with shad nets. During
the melee the beverage cart was raided and a mechanical
engineer was tasked with removing the bell and secreting it away.
After sealing the skipper below deck the Knotty Buoy was rejoined
by its crew and was underway before Monkey Business knew
what happened. It was then discovered that the ships bell was
missing. From a safe distance the Knotty Buoy taunted the
Monkey Business and threw an object overboard. It was assumed
to be the bell of the trawler Monkey Business. Not so.

About a month later at the next regular meeting of the MEC there
was a new aluminum box with a pad lock protecting a mysterious
cargo. During the meal the President opened the box without any
fanfare and brought out the polished bell of the Monkey Business

now mounted on a wood stand and rang it twice with his gavel.
The startled former crew of the Monkey Business was got and a
new tradition was started.

Fast forward to 1963 and Stan Adkins is President. This year
marked the last Shad Fry due to declining fish runs and less
interest in the event. Frog gigging was tried along with other
similar events but nothing compared to the special times when the
engineers gathered in boats on the Molkulumne River at dusk and
netted bountiful fish on the rivers of California.

Next time you hear the bell lift a toast to the crew of The Knotty
Buoy.

‘HOW TO’ of the Month
Working with Electricity

OK, here are some tips for working with electricity above
swimming pools:

1. While holding drill and electrical cord in your teeth,
wade into pool and set aluminum ladder firmly in shallow end of
pool surface.

2. Wear swimming goggles for protecting eyes while
drilling ceiling and in the unlikely event of a water landing.

3. Don’t worry about clothes dripping and someone
slipping because you are already over a body water.

4. Keep plug above the water and wrap around self as
a precaution against dropping cord into pool.

5. Ask bartender to serve as a lifeguard with lots of hard
liquor on hand for medicinal purposes in the event of something
going very bad. (Note bottles on pool deck) You can never tell
what may happen on a jobsite, so be prepared.

Recent Elections

We have had the privilege of several new member elections. This
is great news to see many new faces are joining this august body.
The elections are real cliff hangers and the outcome never
certain. So how is it, Mr. Secretary that we seem to be able to
present certificates immediately after the election? The answer is




simple. | am prepared for both outcomes. If a candidate is elected
the certificate is ready. In the event that the applicant is
unsuccessful the plan is not to give them anything. Next question
please.

Purpose of the Modesto Engineers Club

The preamble of the club by-laws is quoted: "The object of this
club, primarily, is to provide an organization in which Engineers of
all branches of the profession may come together, and through
which they may cooperate and foster fellowship and the
development of the engineering profession in public affairs and
community welfare". The club, having been founded in 1932,
currently has 66 members and enjoys a wealth of former
members.

Who May Join: The by-laws are further quoted: "The
membership shall consist of those who are or have been engaged
in the direction or prosecution of engineering or architecture, or
teachers of students of engineering or other allied sciences". To
join simply obtain an application from any Officer, complete and
present to the Secretary at the next regular meeting.

A $25.00 initiation fee and first years dues of $25.00 ($50.00 total)
is payable with the submission of application. Thereafter the dues
are $25.00 per year to renew. New members will receive a
certificate of membership and a nametag. Members pay for their
own lunches, and for meals at other events.

Club Activities: The Club meets once a month on the first
Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the SOS club. The
program usually consists of a speaker on technical subjects and
local affairs of interest to engineers. There are several social
affairs during the year, which include the annual President's Steak
Fry, A Valentines Day luncheon, the annual Officers Installation
Dinner. Spouses and guests are welcome at all functions.

To maintain club discipline the President has the authority to levy
fines completely at his/her whim. Do not ‘tick off’ the President
with offenses such as failure to wear a name tag during meetings,
not showing evidence of voting, conducting business during
meetings, talking during presentations, failure to mention the
Modesto Engineers Club to the media, etc. As a warning to
members an appropriate receptacle for fines is maintained and
prominently displayed at every regular meeting.

Best Attendance for 2008-09: Halfway through our year current
records indicate that we are down to 5 members tied for Perfect
Attendance. You must sign in to be counted as present.
Congratulations again to the following:

John Amstutz

Sergio Fuentes

Earl Kleinfelder
Daniel Machado
Evangelina Paoluccio



