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Join us on March 3 rd for George Petrulakis of
Petrulakis Jensen & Friedrich, LLP.

George’s topic will be ‘How Will SB 375 Change California
Land Use?

Save the Date:

Formal Lunch Meetings: First Tuesday of each month.
Upcoming meetings: February 3, 2009, March 3, 2009, April 7,
2009, May 5, 2009, June 2, 2009, July 7, 2009, August 4, 2009,
September 1, 2009, October 6, 2009.

11:30am — 1pm at SOS Club, Mellis Room, 819 Sunset Avenue

Lunch features a buffet style meal. The main courses will vary
each week. Please sign in and pay $10.50 to the treasurer, (half
off for students). The beverage, tax and tip are included.

Informal Meetings:

Members regularly meet on Tuesdays, 11:30 am to 1pm at the
Old Mill Café corner of 9" & F St. in Modesto for camaraderie. No
formal program is presented.

Attendance at Last Month’s Meeting: 29 members, 6 guests, 1
speaker

Freeloader for March 09: Ross Campbelll  Sporadic protests
erupted when Bud Turpin pulled Ross’s card. Speaking of
Freeloaders, the members resoundingly denied a motion during
the meeting to extend free lunch privileges into following months if
the Freeloader does not attend the meeting following his/her
selection. The consensus was ‘use it or lose it.” Sorry Bill, it's a
tough crowd.

Scholarship Fund:  Thanks to all for your generosity in
contributing to the Modesto Junior College Fund. Most members
responded to the opportunity to add an extra $5 onto their dues
for the Scholarship Fund.

Club Trivia

If our current club roster was treated like PE registration numbers
Gene Lee would be MEC #0001 and Ryan Carrel would hold
MEC #0023. It gets weirder: Ryan is just 5 below Bud Turpin with
Mike Reiben right after Ryan! These young guys are movers!

Presidents Message:

We had a very busy February with our
Valentines Luncheon and our 3rd Annual
Engineers Day at the Mall. Thank you
Jennifer for putting together a nice luncheon
with interesting speakers. The Children’s
Hospital is an amazing facility that does
amazing work for our central valley region. |
encourage everyone to look up what the
Color the Skies event is all about. Plan to
see everyone at the Color the Skies event
this Labor Day weekend. Engineers Day at
the Mall is always a great event. | enjoyed seeing all of the kids
engaging themselves at our event and it is getting better every
year. Thank you everyone for your time and donations. For some
pictures of the Engineers Day at the Mall visit our website.

My focus now is to organize a spring event. If you are interested
in helping with ideas, time or donations please contact me and |
will start a list.

Our next regular event is our Field Trip. It is in the works so stay
tuned.

Quote to ponder:

Secretary’s Editorial:

February’s speaker was Edgar Benitez from
Ameron who gave a Power Point discussion
on Pressure & Non-Pressure Pipes, Joints,
Manufacturing Processes, Design Concepts,
Thrust Restraint, and Applications. He showed
applications for many conditions and different
job sites.

The Wrong Rod

| love the smell of diesel exhaust in the morning. Which, along
with fresh concrete and sawdust, is the smell of a job site. What a
great place to be. (You remember job sites right?) Thirty years
ago | was a new rod-man, green as a stick, on such a site to
check the progress of a new tank farm going in at Gallo Winery. |
was the drafter of the project working with the project manager.
He hauled me out of the office to hold the Lenker Rod for some
inspections while he ran the Auto Level. We were adding 50
350,000 gallon wine tanks with BAC cooling towers. That's a lot of
wine. Someone is clearly putting away a lot of Thunderbird!

The Lenker Rod is unique because the rod-man has to slide the
moveable tape up or down with hand directions from the guy
running the gun. The Lenker then gives ‘real world’ elevations on
the fly without having to do any nasty arithmetic to determine



elevations. Anything eliminating arithmetic has got to be good. If
your benchmark is 79.05 you set the Lenker at 9.05 and you are
good to go. Each time the Level is picked up or goes out to a new
job site the rod is reset to a new benchmark. | like the Lenker's.
The number on the crosshairs is the real elevation. An operator
does not have to do any complicated math like subtracting or
adding stuff. There is no way to goof up. Or so it seems.

During the inspection | would stretch a tape or stand around and
shoot the breeze as required. Lots of breeze shooting that day. |
had leaned my rod against a tank and let it get out of my sight.
Suddenly | was needed again and grabbed the rod. Al, the guy
running the level, got me in the crosshairs and focused the lens.
He strained closer talking a hard look and then looked up quickly
to confirm that | was in fact on the correct tank. | could see a
befuddled look rising up. There was evidently something really
wrong and Al quickly consulted his notes, looked again through
the lens, stared at me and was tapping his pencil in an agitated
way while watching tons of fresh concrete come down the chute
into the forms that are all at the wrong elevation. Check the plans
again...more tapping... another truck of concrete...Then | noticed
the construction crew had a rod that looked....a
lot.....like...... MINE! HEY!! By this time Al was nearly beside
himself with panic and the construction crew seemed to be
equally puzzled. | had to fess up. | had grabbed the wrong rod. |
will now allow the curtain to mercifully fall upon the scene which
followed...... Suffice to say young man, Pay Attention!

Engineer Day at the Mall

By all accounts our 3 Annual EDM went well. We continue to
learn how to better prepare and execute this program. It was
consistently busy with many kids visiting the various booths. We
had the American Association of University Women presenting
information and displays, as well as Jeremy Wilson from
Modesto Junior College’s Department of Engineering and
students from the University of the Pacific showing the kids how
to build bridges.

New this year was many Boy Scouts stopping by to begin work on
their Engineering Merit Badge and Cub Scouts earning a required
Skill Award in Engineering.

Ryan Carrel teaches survey techniques

Dan Cockrum teaches structural fundamentals

Dave Hoberg shows off creative thinking with struct
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‘HOW TO’ of the Month

Dress for the Job!

Check the MDSP sheets for appropriate wear during Bio-Hazard
Field Investigation. Or better yet stay away!

We wish to thank our friends at Stockton Blue Reprographics
for continued, consistent support of the Modesto Engineer Club
for 2009 and especially for the Engineer Day at the Mall support.

Best Attendance for 2008-09: We are now 33% through the
Club’s year and current records indicate that the field has been
further reduced to only 7 members tied for Perfect Attendance.
That is down from 10 in January. You must sign in to be counted
as present. Congratulations to the following:

John Amstutz

Chris Brady

Sergio Fuentes

Earl Kleinfelder
Daniel Machado
Andrew Malizia
Evangelina Paoluccio

2009 Officer Installation Dinner

Plan on attending the 2009 Officer Installation Dinner when
President David Castro lays down the gavel and Jennifer Pratt is
inaugurated as the President. This dinner is our Clubs formal time
to be together and share a great meal together. Date and place
will be announced later but mark your calendars now for the
October event.




