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Featured Speaker: 

 
Join us on July 7 th for Rob Wallace who 
will talk on pervious concrete.  
 
Rob Wallace, the Executive Director for the 

Concrete Promotion Council 
of Northern California 
(CPCNC) will be presenting 
on the use of pervious 
concrete and how it can be 
used to meet storm water 
pollution control requirements, 
and save both owner and 
agency money by eliminating 
storm drains and loads on 

storm sewer systems. 
 
The CPCNC is a non-profit organization that 
provides technical assistance to engineers and 
decision-makers to further the proper use of ready 
mixed concrete applications. Rob Wallace came to 
the CPCNC in early 2003 and has 27 years of 
experience in the ready mix concrete industry. 
 

 
 

 
 
Save the Date:  
 
Formal Lunch Meetings:  First Tuesday of each month. 
Upcoming meetings: July 7, August 4. 
11:30am – 1pm at SOS Club, Mellis Room, 819 Sunset Avenue
  
Lunch features a buffet style meal.  The main courses will vary 
each week. Please sign in and pay $10.50 to the treasurer, (half 
off for students).  The beverage, tax and tip are included.   
 
Informal Meetings: 
Members regularly meet on Tuesdays, 11:30 am to 1pm at the 
Old Mill Café corner of 9th & F St. in Modesto for camaraderie. No 
formal program is presented. 
 
Attendance at Last Month’s Meeting:  26 members, 5 guests 
Freeloader for July: Aja Yamzon!  
 
 

 
Presidents Message: 
 

Summer vacations have 
officially started and the hot 
weather is will be coming. A 
couple of weeks ago I took my 
family camping out on the 
Oceano Dunes near Pismo 
Beach and my 3 and 2-year-old 
brought back enough sand to, 
well, I am still finding sand 

around the house. I should ask Dan to dig up some 
history regarding the Dunes because after reading 
last months story about Al Kaufman, Dan hit another 
home run. 
 
If you are interested in attending the Presidents 
Steak Fry, please let Dan know at the meetings or 
send him an email. 
 
Next Event: 
Presidents Steak Fry 
August 28 th 

 5:30pm setup, 6:15pm begin dinner, 9:30pm 
clean up. 
Downey Park, Red Section (Coffee Rd. and 
Brighton Ave.) 
 
Proverb to Ponder:  
To know the road ahead, ask those coming back.  
 Chinese Proverb 
 
 
Secretary’s Editorial: Reaching Out 

 
I live in a relatively quite court. 
Mostly mature couples around 
us. I’m on the younger side in 
the neighborhood which says 
something about the 
demographics here. That’s why 
when a 5 year old boy on a new 
bicycle showed up about a year 
ago it was pretty obvious that he 

did not really ‘belong’ here. Lewis is skinny, blonde 
with blue eyes and has lots of energy. He talks with 
a slight lisp and sometimes spits all over when 



talking too fast. That you can outgrow. Some things 
take a little more effort. Lewis talks a lot and is not 
too shy about himself. Turns out that dad is in jail 
and mom died in a car crash. There is more but 
discretion makes me want to go light on the details. 
Lewis is very free to share. He has hardly any 
inhibitions. Suffice to say he is a 6 year old with not 
a lot going for him. His 75 year old grandma took 
him in because there was no where else to go. 

So not having a dad around he goes from 
door to door just visiting and talking. We take bike 
rides and go play in the park together. When he 
turned 6 I thought I would introduce him to 
something that had a good impact on me when I 
was his age: The Cub Scouts. I had 20 years in 
scouting when I hung up the uniform in the early 
1980’s. So I found out my old Pack 14 was still here 
in Modesto and held meetings close by. I got us both 
registered (me for the first time in 25 years) and 
Lewis for the first time. I scrounged around my 
steamer trunk and found the original vintage red and 
white numbers ‘14’ which used to be on my uniform 
back in 1962. So I sewed them on my new 21st 
century uniform. Yes, you heard right, I sewed them 
on. I bought some cub uniform stuff off eBay and 
outfitted Lewis fairly cheaply. So now he and I are 
working together in the scout program having fun 
while learning some good things. It’s kind of special 
starting over where I first started and having the 
opportunity to help not just Lewis but other kids as 
well. I’m now basically a Den Mother like my mom 
was in the same Pack back in the 1950’s and 60’s.  
 

Sometimes life is a circle, you never know 
what it will take to come around to the beginning 
again. Oh, and if you have a boy in the 1st-4th grade 
let me know. We’d love to have many more scouts in 
the Den and we are going to have a blast. Ladies 
and gentlemen meet Lewis, future Eagle Scout. 
 

 
 
 

 

‘HOW TO’ of the Month 
Team Work 

�
 
Is there anyone good at working out a shear 
diagram for a 2x10 board? Never mind….OK, here 
we go, from right to left: 
 

1. The guy on the right is new and this is an 
initiation into the union. Just kidding….He is the 
worker. His nickname is ‘Lucky’. 

2. The next guy hiding his eyes is the Safety 
Officer who says he saw nothing amiss. 

3. The next guy steadies the Safety Officer 
so he does not fall off the board while not inspecting. 

4. The last guy serves as ballast to create a 
redundant system of guaranteed safety. 

 
When the whistle blows for quitting time the 

first guy has to act very, very fast. 
 
 
 
 
Purpose of the Modesto Engineers Club 
The preamble of the club by-laws is quoted: "The object of this 
club, primarily, is to provide an organization in which Engineers of 
all branches of the profession may come together, and through 
which they may cooperate and foster fellowship and the 
development of the engineering profession in public affairs and 
community welfare". The club, having been founded in 1932, 
currently has 66 members and enjoys a wealth of former 
members. 
 
Who May Join: The by-laws are further quoted: "The 
membership shall consist of those who are or have been engaged 
in the direction or prosecution of engineering or architecture, or 
teachers of students of engineering or other allied sciences". To 
join simply obtain an application from any Officer, complete and 
present to the Secretary at the next regular meeting.  
 
A $25.00 initiation fee and first years dues of $25.00 ($50.00 total) 
is payable with the submission of application. Thereafter the dues 
are $25.00 per year to renew.  New members will receive a 
certificate of membership and a nametag.  Members pay for their 
own lunches, and for meals at other events. 
 
Club Activities: The Club meets once a month on the first 
Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the SOS club. The 
program usually consists of a speaker on technical subjects and 



local affairs of interest to engineers.  There are several social 
affairs during the year, which include the annual President's Steak 
Fry, A Valentines Day luncheon, the annual Officers Installation 
Dinner. Spouses and guests are welcome at all functions. 
 
To maintain club discipline the President has the authority to levy 
fines completely at his/her whim. Do not ‘tick off’ the President 
with offenses such as failure to wear a name tag during meetings, 
not showing evidence of voting, conducting business during 
meetings, talking during presentations, failure to mention the 
Modesto Engineers Club to the media, etc. As a warning to 
members an appropriate receptacle for fines is maintained and 
prominently displayed at every regular meeting. 
 

Best Attendance for 2008-09: We are entering the long home 
stretch and the field has been narrowed to the last hard core 
group. All four have perfect attendance but one of these final 
contestants is ‘in a family way’. Much tenacity is being shown 
here. You must sign in to be counted as present. Congratulations 
again to the following: 
 

·  John Amstutz 
·  Sergio Fuentes 
·  Earl Kleinfelder 
·  Evangelina Paoluccio 

 
 

 


