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Featured Speaker:  
 
Join us on January 5 th for Michael Foley 
of Dow Building Solutions. 
Topic: "Designing Thermally Efficient 
Steel Stud Wall Assemblies"  
 

Changes to California's Title 
24 Energy Code relative to 
Steel Stud Construction will 
impact how we build with 
steel.  This presentation will 
cover the changes and what 
they mean to you.  I will 

discuss how to meet the code from a thermal 
perspective as well as address air intrusion 
and moisture concerns and still meet building code, 
structural & LEED requirements. 
  
Michael has had 13 years with General Electric as 
Regional Sales/Applications Manager and currently 
has 4 years with Dow Building Solutions as their 
Architectural Technical Representative 
 
Save the Date:  
 
Formal Lunch Meetings:  First Tuesday of each month. 
Upcoming meetings: February 2, March 2, April 6, May 4. 
11:30am – 1pm at SOS Club, Mellis Room, 819 Sunset Avenue
  
Lunch features a buffet style meal.  The main courses will vary 
each week. Please sign in and pay $10.50 to the treasurer, (half 
off for students).  The beverage, tax and tip are included.   
 
Informal Meetings: 
Members regularly meet on Tuesdays, 11:30 am to 1pm at the 
Old Mill Café corner of 9th & F St. in Modesto for camaraderie. No 
formal program is presented. 
 
Attendance at Last Month’s Meeting: 22  members, 4 guests 
and 2 speakers 
Freeloader for January: After several cards were pulled 
including two late comers that missed out on their free lunch 
Evangelina Paoluccio pulled Homer ‘Lucky’ Ewin to receive a 
free buffet lunch. 
 
 
 

 
Presidents Message: 
 

Due to an aggressive vacation 
schedule the President was 
unavailable for the traditional 
Presidential Message. Watch 
for the February issue for an 
outstanding article on hot 
vacation spots! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Vice President’s Editorial: More Club Artifacts 
 

You will remember a few months 
ago this author dug through the 
archives to determine the story 
of the Presidents Bell. It was 
later discovered that stamped 
into the wooden base of the bell 
are the letters ‘SS KB’ 
presumably meaning the 
signature of the good ship ‘SS 

Knotty Buoy’.  
 
This month we will detail the story of the other relic 
enshrined within the aluminum case. Thanks to Tom 
Delamare for dumping a fresh load of club archives 
on my lap at the last meeting. This pile had lots of 
lost archives! 
 
Back to our artifacts and relics: Sitting on the dais of 
the presiding officers, directly in front of the 
President’s plate and fork, adjacent to her glass of 
water you will find an almost forgotten item: A 19th 
century chamber pot. In it you will find some 
American greenbacks. Given the current state of the 
dollar in the world financial markets this may be an 
appropriate receptacle, but I digress. 
 
Not meaning to embarrass our fair President I will 
not refer to the chamber pot as a chamber pot. It is 
probably a good idea not to call this chamber pot 
what it really is thereby calling attention to its former 



use.  So I will call it the ‘Club Treasury’ instead. 
Don’t even think of its real use. 
 
The porcelain Club Treasury predates the bell. It had 
been an early fixture of club meetings. Once again a 
lot of digging into the records, connecting the dots 
and some imagination brings forth the story of the 
Club Treasury. 
 
In 1933 fines were being levied at meetings by 
President C.L. Baker but Treasurer Webster 
Johnson was unprepared to receive the funds with 
an appropriate receptacle. Early into his term he was 
stricken with an unrecorded ailment and was 
hospitalized at the old downtown hospital. Within 
handy reach of his bed was a chamber pot. 
 
You will notice that there is a hole on the bottom of 
the pot, er... ‘Treasury’. One day several club 
members came to visit the recuperating officer. 
Remember that engineers love their fun. The 
bedside pot was switched with a different one that 
had a small hole drilled in it as a ‘good old boy 
prank’. (Much to the glee of nurses that had to clean 
things up.) The next meeting was filled with dozens 
of smirking Engineers. However the Treasurer was 
not to be got. When the fines were levied he 
produced the pot for collection and a tradition was 
born. 
 
The chamber pot (I mean Club Treasury!) was a 
good device because of the sound produced when 
the silver coins were dropped into it, thus further 
embarrassing the violator of club protocol. It was all 
in good fun. Inflation has eaten away at the clinking 
sound of money flowing (no pun intended) into the 
treasury. Today we are able to place paper money 
into the Treasury silently. I move that we go back to 
dropping real Benjamin Franklin silver half dollars or 
Mercury dimes into the Treasury. 
 
One other note: You will find an inscription painted 
on the side of the Club Treasury. The letters are 
faded now, but you can still make out some of it: We 
will have a reading of the Treasury at the next 
meeting. I was unable to determine the exact 
wording on the pot. No records exist on its meaning. 
Perhaps some members may be able to determine 
the inscription. 
 
 
 

From the Archives 
We used to have Membership Cards! 
 

 
 
Top: Membership Card from 1943. Look familiar? 
From what I have seen the arch artwork came into 
being somewhere around 1940. 
 
Center: Shad Feed Ticket from 1939 for the 9th 
Annual Shad Feed! That means they were doing the 
feeds 2 years before the Club was officially founded. 
 
Bottom: Card from 1938. 
 
 
Next moth a look at some ‘political incorrectness’ 
with the club.

 


