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Join us on January 6 th  for Patrick Crosby  of the 

Crosby Group, Redwood City. Patrick will be speaking on San 
Joaquin County Admin Building – Design Build Constr uction.  
 

 Patrick Crosby, SE 
 
Patrick Crosby established the Crosby Group in 1992 and serves 
as President and Managing Principal. An innovator in the field of 
structural engineering, he stays abreast of structural and seismic 
design solutions from around the world and has introduced 
several of these cutting edge technologies to projects in the US. 
Patrick has led the engineering community in the implementation 
of passive energy dissipation devices (dampers), buckling 
restrained brace frames, composites, and shock transmission 
units. The application of these technologies has resulted in safer 
buildings at a reduced cost to our valued clients.  
 
 
Save the Date:  
 
Formal Lunch Meetings:  First Tuesday of each month. 
Upcoming meetings: January 6, 2009, February 3, 2009, March 3, 
2009, April 7, 2009. 
11:30am – 1pm at SOS Club, Mellis Room, 819 Sunset Avenue
  
Lunch features a buffet style meal.  The main courses will vary 
each week. Please sign in and pay $10.00 to the treasurer, (half 
off for students).  The beverage, tax and tip are included.   
 
Informal Meetings: 
Members regularly meet on Tuesdays, 11:30 am to 1pm at the 
Old Mill Café corner of 9th & F St. in Modesto for camaraderie. No 
formal program is presented. 
 
Attendance at Last Month’s Meeting: 21 members, 10 guests 
 
Freeloader for January: William Stevens! Bill’s card came 
up for a free lunch after 11 others were pulled before him. Is that 
a record? 
 
Best Attendance for 2008-09: Records indicate that 19 
members are tied for First Place. The field is narrowing quickly. 
 
 
 

 
Presidents Message: 
 

  Happy New Year everyone and I hope your 
holidays went well. I will be unable to attend our meeting in 
January. I leave the gavel with Jennifer Pratt our Vice President. 
Please be advised as our Vice President is quick with the gavel 
and has no problem shelling out fines. 
 
With the New Year here that means it is time to renew your 
membership. You can email our secretary or visit the Modesto 
Engineers Club website for a renewal application. We appreciate 
everyone getting that done sooner than later.  
 
Our next event is our “3rd Annual Engineers Day at the Mall” @ 
Vintage Faire Mall on February 21, 2009 from 12pm to 4pm. If 
you’re interested in volunteering or donating supplies please let a 
committee member know. Engineers Week is February 15-21, 
2009. www.eweek.org Committee Members: Andrew Malizia, 
Chris Brady, Dan Machado, David Leamon, Don Hicks, 
Evangelina Paoluccio, Mike Rieben, Rapunzel Amador Lewis, 
Lee DeLano, Dan Cockrum, Dave Hoberg, Ross Campbell, Stan 
Adkins, Doug Samski, Des Orsinelli, David Castro, Jennifer Pratt, 
Ryan Carrel, Steve Davis, Steve Moye. 
 
I will be sending out the new EDM Flyer and list of items that are 
needed. I look forward to being back in February. Thanks for 
everyone’s help. 
 
Secretary’s Editorial:  
 

   We had a great (and entertaining) speaker in 
November regarding the price of gasoline and how that affects 
driving habits. Kris Balajii and guest came from Jacobs-Carter-
Burgess of Sacramento to deliver this talk. There were about 10 
City of Modesto guests attending as well. All in all, a great 
meeting.   
 
A Good Night’s Sleep     
Recently I was asked to review a new park site in Firebaugh. It 
was having some real issues.  At first glance I was impressed with 
the layout, site planning and play areas. But after looking more 
closely there were some problems.   
 



Sidewalks were buckling and spalling, certain species of trees 
were dead while others were thriving and there were large 
patches of turf area that had been reworked in a futile effort to 
make grass grow.  
 
It was apparent that there was not much thought given to the soil 
type, structure and fertility. I bounced a golf ball around while 
walking the site and I could hear the tell tale sound of concrete in 
solid contact with the ground and the dull thud where there were 
voids of settling soil hidden underneath. Lots of thuds. As I 
bounced near anchored items such as light standards and steel 
park benches they would ring as the vibrations from the impact of 
the ball transferred through concrete and into the anchor bolts. 
Golf ball site investigation. 
This park site would probably never be well and there were clients 
and designers that would be unhappy for a long time. It was there 
that I became thankful for a good nights sleep. 
 
I sleep well because of the work of geotech and structural 
engineers on a job that I was project designer and manager on a 
few years earlier. The 10 acre site had everything. A public 
fountain, bronze statuary, massive boulders, lights, cameras, flag 
poles, in-ground pumping plant, roadways, and concrete pavers. 
 
My team had bi-sected the site with a small backhoe and found 
about 4’-5’ of undocumented fill over the entire site. Native soil 
was way down there, and what was there was expansive clay with 
an alkaline ph. Not good for building or growing things. But the 
geotech’s and structural people got it right the first time. It was 
very tedious and expensive to prepare the site and to get the 
base material correct before putting down structural foundations, 
slabs and pavers. But there were no punchlist items for 
corrections of any consequence. So far there is no spalling, 
cracking or lifting concrete, and the plants are thriving with good 
soil preparation. Concrete pavers are like the day they were set. 
 
The sticker shock of that plaza is now forgotten and people are 
enjoying the site. And this landscape architect, city staff and 
officials are all getting a good night’s sleep. And that is priceless. 
 

 
 

 
Henry Miller Plaza    Los Banos, Ca 
 
 

‘HOW TO’ of the Month 
Loading Dock Safety 
 

�
 
Ever wonder why men don’t live as long as women? When 
loading large bombs at the dock make sure the truck has not 
moved.   
 
 
Purpose of the Modesto Engineers Club 
The preamble of the club by-laws is quoted: "The object of this 
club, primarily, is to provide an organization in which Engineers of 
all branches of the profession may come together, and through 
which they may cooperate and foster fellowship and the 
development of the engineering profession in public affairs and 
community welfare". The club, having been founded in 1932, 
currently has 66 members and enjoys a wealth of former 
members. 
 
Who May Join: The by-laws are further quoted: "The 
membership shall consist of those who are or have been engaged 
in the direction or prosecution of engineering or architecture, or 
teachers of students of engineering or other allied sciences". To 
join simply obtain an application from any Officer, complete and 
present to the Secretary at the next regular meeting.  
 
A $25.00 initiation fee and first years dues of $25.00, $50.00 total 
is payable with the submission of application. Thereafter the dues 
are $25.00 per year to renew.  New members will receive a 
certificate of membership and a nametag.  Members pay for their 
own lunches, and for meals at other events. 
 
Club Activities: The Club meets once a month on the first 
Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the SOS club. The 
program usually consists of a speaker on technical subjects and 
local affairs of interest to engineers.  There are several social 
affairs during the year, which include the annual President's Steak 
Fry, A Valentines Day luncheon, the annual Officers Installation 
Dinner. Spouses and guests are welcome at all functions. 
 
To maintain club discipline the President has the authority to levy 
fines completely at his/her whim. Do not ‘tick off’ the President 
with offenses such as failure to wear a name tag during meetings, 
not showing evidence of voting, conducting business during 
meetings, talking during presentations, failure to mention the 
Modesto Engineers Club to the media, etc. As a warning to 
members an appropriate receptacle for fines is maintained and 
prominently displayed at every regular meeting. 
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It is time to renew your membership for 2009.  
 
Please take a moment and update your information if there are any changes. If you want to add an extra $5 (or 
other amount) to the Modesto Engineers Club Scholarship Fund please simply add your contribution to your 
membership fee. 
 
If no corrections are required simply forward your 2009 dues of $25 (or bring them to the next meeting) to: 
 
Modesto Engineers Club 
Daniel Machado, Secretary 
816 Hampshire Court 
Modesto, Ca  95350 
 
Please print name as it will show on roster 
 
 
Mailing Address 
 
 
City and Zip 
 
 
Home phone number 
 
 
Spouse' name 
 
 
Firm name 
 
 
Your position in firm 
 
 
Your business phone 
 
 
Your email address  (Newsletter will be 
sent here) 
 

 
I would like to add an additional $5 (or 
other amount) to the Modesto Engineers 
Scholarship fund. 
 
 


