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Save the Date:  
 
Formal Lunch Meetings:  First Tuesday of each month. 
November 4, 2008, December 2, 2008 January 6, 2009  
11:30am – 1pm at SOS Club, Mellis Room, 819 Sunset Avenue
  
Lunch features a buffet style meal.  Please pay $10.00 to the 
treasurer, Dan Machado, (half off for students).  The beverage, 
tax and tip are included.  The main courses will vary each week.  
Please park in the street or at Dryden Golf Course.  The club 
parking lot is for SOS Club members only. 
 
Informal Meetings: 
Members regularly meet on Tuesdays, 11:30 am to 1pm at the 
Old Mill Café corner of 9th & F St. in Modesto for camaraderie. No 
formal program is presented. 
 

This Month’s Presentation:  Kris Belaji from Jacobs 
Carter Burgess  of Sacramento will present on a recent project he 
has been working on and a Congressional study of gas prices 
linked to transportation funding.  Mr. Balaji serves as a 
Transportation Manager in the Jacobs Engineering Transportation 
Program. A registered civil engineer with a graduate degree in 
structural engineering, Kris brings more than 16 years of 
experience with the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans), advancing from a highway and bridge Design Engineer 
to State Traffic Engineer. For more than four years, Mr. Balaji was 
Chief of the Federal Transportation Management Program office, 
where he had fiduciary responsibility for administration of billions 
of dollars in federal TEA-21 transportation funds. He formed a 
California Federal Programming Group comprised of Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations (MPOs), the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) 
and various state and local agencies to proactively solve issues 
related to programming and funding of transportation projects. 
 

 
Please join us for a very informative talk. 
 
Presidents Message: 
 

   It is December already and the fog is back. That 
means it is time to get ready for our annual Engineers Day at the 
Mall. We are looking of volunteers and donations for the event. 

We had a meeting a few weeks ago and a lot of good ideas were 
noted. We are looking forward to the event and we hope to see all 
of you there. Happy Holidays. 
 
Board Meetings: 7am-8:15am, Old Mill Café, by appointment 
of the President. 
 
2008-2009 Officers and Board Members: 
President:   David Castro 
   Blackburn Consulting 

president@modestoengineersclub.org  
 
 
Vice President:   Jennifer Pratt 
   City of Modesto 

vicepresident@modestoengineersclub.org  
 
 
Secretary/Treasurer : Dan Machado 
   Ps1 Landscape Architecture 

secretary@modestoengineersclub.org   
Board Members: 
Steve Davis, Ryan Carrel, Doug Samski, Rapunzel Lewis, David 
Leamon, Mike Reiben 
 
Attendance at Last Month’s Meeting: 35 total. ( 30 members 
signed in, 2 guests, 1 speaker, 2 unsigned.)  
 
Freeloader for December: Steve Moye 
 
Best Attendance for 2008-9: Currently 30 members are tied for 
1st place for the 2008-2009 year. 
 
Membership Certificates and Name Tags:  If anyone 
has not received their Membership Certificate or their name tag 
please let Secretary Dan Machado know about it and we will take 
care of that. 
 
Secretary’s Editorial:  
 

  This job of Secretary really cracks me up. I have 
been sifting through the records of the Club recently in an effort to 
get the paper work a little more organized. Rapunzel Lewis had 
set a precedent a couple years earlier by putting some of the 
more important archives in a set of binders. The archives are 
fairly unique and I hope to bring some club highlights to this 
corner of the Field Notes. It seems the early club was quite a bit 
more rowdy than today. I could write a novel with this information. 
 
The ‘Attention to Detail Award of the Month’  goes to Tom 
Delamare who upon signing in last month noted that the Sign-In 
Book was opened to July 2009. Mr. Delamare quickly summed up 



the situation and said, “This is the wrong date”. A quick check by 
the Secretary confirmed that his statement was indeed correct 
and further, 26 members including 13 current and past Presidents 
and all attending members of the current Board of Directors had 
signed in at the wrong date, including this author. Good eye, Tom. 
 
Signing In  Most members pay their lunch fee, sign in and take 
their name tag before eating. It was noted during November’s 
meeting that 35 people were in attendance but about 24 had 
signed in before the meetings start. A fine of $1 was assessed 
and the pot was passed on the honor system to those not signing 
in. 
 
Freeloader Opportunities Go Unclaimed  Yes, your name is 
really in that stack of cards. Does it seem like you are never 
drawn unless you are absent? You’re not alone. Among the 3 
names drawn before a winner was selected was Stanislaus 
County Public Works Director Matt Machado. Matt was reminded 
of his loss for a few days afterwards by various members. Who 
says, “There is no such thing as a free lunch?”  
 
‘HOW TO’ of the Month for December 
Welding Near Gas Tanks 

�
 
Instructions: 

1. Place your arc welder a safe distance from your work 
area so nothing will fall on it. 

2. Prop truck up for easy access to gas tank.(Caution: Do 
not over-tilt the vehicle)  

3. Use a rock as a wheel stop to prevent runaways.  
4. When propping vehicle use a redundant bracing system 

in the event you knock one out while leaning back. 
5. Wear welding mask (see instructions for mask 

construction, below) 
6. Clear the area, take deep breath and strike an arc. 
7. Avoid direct contact of arc with gasoline fumes. 

Welding Mask Construction: 
1. Buy some RayBan sunglasses. 
2. Find piece of cardboard and rip into shape of face. If 

need be, place cardboard on ground and trace shape of 
head on cardboard, then rip. 

3. Cut out eye holes and poke holes in cardboard to slip 
sunglasses into. 

4. Slip new mask over face and adjust for comfort. 
5. Begin welding. 
6. Warning: DO NOT wear masks into the local ‘Stop N 

Rob’ convenience stores. 
 

 
Proper wearing of welding mask. 

 

 
New Members 
President David Castro presented membership certificates to five 
of our newest members in November: Left to Right, Andrew 
Malizia, Aja Yamzon, Evangelina Paoluccio, Gil Bostwick and 
Sergio Fuentes.  
 
Levied Fines: 
The President has the authority to levy fines completely at his/her 
whim to maintain Club discipline. Do not ‘tick off’ the President 
with infractions such as conducting business during meetings, 
failing to wear a name tag, not signing in, talking during 
presentations, failing to mention the Modesto Engineers Club to 
the media, etc. As a warning to members an appropriate 
receptacle for fines is maintained and prominently displayed at 
every regular meeting. 
 
Purpose of the Modesto Engineers Club 
The preamble of the club by-laws is quoted: "The object of this 
club, primarily, is to provide an organization in which Engineers of 
all branches of the profession may come together, and through 
which they may cooperate and foster fellowship and the 
development of the engineering profession in public affairs and 
community welfare". 
 
Outreach 
If you know of a colleague that would like to receive our Field 
Notes please let the Secretary know and they will be added to the 
mailing list.  
 


